[image: ]Andra Takacs Scholarship 
Supported by Bertha Lamb Scholarship 
Part A: Application Form

Please complete the application in full and submit it by Friday March 27th 2026 to:
Attn: Tara Patel 
Andra Takacs Scholarship Program
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Toronto
Suite #501 - 2345 Yonge Street. 
Toronto, ON, M4P 2E5

Background:
The Andra Takacs Scholarship encourages and supports post-secondary education for students who have demonstrated initiative and academic potential, through appropriate academic and financial support. Each year, the award goes to two girls and two boys, or to students with other gender identities. Candidates must demonstrate financial need. 
Value of Award and Scholarship:
Two winners and two alternates will be selected each year. Each of the four recipients receive a $250 price upon completion of Grade 8. After graduating high school and upon admission to an undergraduate program at the University of Toronto or another eligible college or university, winners will be eligible to receive a renewable scholarship of $10,000/year for up to 4 years and alternates will be eligible to receive $3,500/year for up to 4 years. 
Award terms: The $250 prize is given to the award recipients at their Grade 8 graduation ceremony in June (subject to approval of the school principal). Post-secondary tuition assistance is provided at the time of enrolment and will be applied directly toward tuition fees and other academic expenses. The scholarship may be used at the University of Toronto or any other accredited post-secondary school in Canada approved by the University of Toronto.
Eligibility:
Candidates must be Grade 8 students participating in a Big Brothers Big Sisters of Toronto BBBST) program, with demonstrated financial need. 
Selection Procedure: 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Toronto identify students currently in Grade 8 and participating in programs offered by Big Brothers Big Sisters of Toronto. These students are notified about the scholarship and encouraged to apply. Each applicant must complete an application form, provide personal information and a personal statement and submit copies of their Grade 7 and Grade 8 report cards.  The applicant’s school is asked to provide an Academic Assessment, prepared by the school Principal or home room teacher. 
Personal Information (confidential)

Name in Full (first and last name) Click or tap here to enter text.
Gender Identity: Click or tap here to enter text.
Complete Mailing Address (unit/apt, street, city, province, postal code):
 Unit/Apt/house #, Street, City, Province, Postal Code.
Email address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Daytime telephone No: Click or tap here to enter text.
Evening telephone No: Click or tap here to enter text.
School Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
School telephone: Click or tap here to enter text.
Principal’s Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
	Successful applicants may receive a complimentary branded U of T hoodie/sweatshirt. Please select your preferred sizing (XS/S/M/L/XL): Click or tap here to enter text.



Application Check List: make sure you have completed each step in the application process!
☐Complete the personal information section in full (Part A)
☐Complete Personal Statement in full (Part B). The use of the AI tools, such ChatGPT are strictly prohibited.
☐Parent/Guardian to complete the Financial Information Form (Part C)
☐Attach your Final Grade 7 report card.
☐Attach your midterm (January) Grade 8 report card.
☐Academic Assessment (Give academic Assessment package to your school principal for completion)
☐Ask three people who you know well to submit reference letters on your behalf. Give them the information sheet and a copy of Part D (Reference Form) so they know the information to include and submit the letters by the deadline.
 Part B: Personal Statement by Applicant
The use of generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools, such as ChatGPT and other AI applications, is prohibited when creating content for this scholarship application. Scholarship applicants found to have used generative (AI) (e.g., ChatGPT) to create content that is presented as their own ideas will be disqualified from award eligibility
Tell us about yourself: please answer the following questions and add another page, if necessary.
What is your connection to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Toronto?





What do you like about School?







Click or tap here to enter text.
What do you do with your free time? Tell us about your hobbies, extracurricular activities, sports, community involvement, and volunteer activities. 





Click or tap here to enter text.
How will this scholarship help you with your future development and academic or career aspirations?







Part C: Financial Information from Parent/Guardian
The following section MUST be completed by the applicant’s Parent/Guardian.
Confidential
Applicant’s Full Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Total/combined family income after tax (all sources)Click or tap here to enter text.
Number of children, under the age of 18, currently living with you: Click to enter text.
Ages of children living with you:Click or tap here to enter text.
Please provide a statement explaining how you think you might finance your child's / ward's post-secondary (University or College) studies when the time comes. Feel free to describe any exceptional circumstances that might affect your ability to pay for post-secondary education:
Click here to add your note






Name of Parent/ Guardian (Please print): Click or tap here to enter text.
Signature of Parent/ guardian: Click or tap here to enter text.
Date:Click or tap here to enter text.
Email Address:Click or tap here to enter text.
Daytime Telephone No: Click or tap here to enter text.

Note to Parent/Guardian:

This financial information should be included with the student's personal statement by the application deadline of March 27th 2026. If you have any questions, please contact Tara Patel, Manager of Group Programs, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Toronto, at tara.patel@bigbrothersbigsisters.ca 	
The University of Toronto respects your privacy. The information on this form is collected pursuant to section 2(14) of the University of Toronto Act, 1971. At all times it will be protected in Accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act
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