[image: ]Andra Takacs Scholarship 
Supported by Bertha Lamb Scholarship 
Part D: Academic Assessment Form

Information for Principals

Background:
The Andra Takacs Scholarship encourages and supports post-secondary education for students who have demonstrated initiative and academic potential, through appropriate academic and financial support. Each year, the award goes to two girls and two boys, or to students with other gender identities. Candidates must demonstrate financial need. 
Value of Award and Scholarship:
Two winners and two alternates will be selected each year. Each of the four recipients receive a $250 price upon completion of Grade 8. After graduating high school and upon admission to an undergraduate program at the University of Toronto or another eligible college or university, winners will be eligible to receive a renewable scholarship of $10,000/year for up to 4 years and alternates will be eligible to receive $3,500/year for up to 4 years. 
Award terms: The $250 prize is given to the award recipients at their Grade 8 graduation ceremony in June (subject to approval of the school principal). Post-secondary tuition assistance is provided at the time of enrolment and will be applied directly toward tuition fees and other academic expenses. The scholarship may be used at the University of Toronto or any other accredited post-secondary school in Canada approved by the University of Toronto.
Eligibility:
Candidates must be Grade 8 students participating in a Big Brothers Big Sisters of Toronto (BBBST) program, with demonstrated financial need. 
Selection Procedure: 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Toronto identify students currently in Grade 8 and participating in programs offered by Big Brothers Big Sisters of Toronto. These students are notified about the scholarship and encouraged to apply. Each applicant must complete an application form, provide personal information and a personal statement and submit copies of their Grade 7 and Grade 8 report cards.  The applicant’s school is asked to provide an Academic Assessment, prepared by the school Principal or home room teacher. 
References:
Applicants must supply three additional letters of reference supporting their application. 
What is required of School Principals?
You are asked to provide information about the present academic performance of the applicant and to provide an assessment of his/her academic potential. The selection committee is particularly interested in learning about what is special about this student and what may prevent them from meeting their academic potential of post-secondary education. Please note: the scholarship can be used not only at the University of Toronto, but at any accredited Ontario post-secondary institution (college or university).
The role of the school in identifying suitable candidates for this award is obviously critical. We are asking you - or the student’s home room teacher, as your designate - to complete the enclosed Academic assessment and to return it to Tara Patel, Manager of Group Programs at Big Brothers Big Sisters of Toronto, at tara.patel@bigbrothersbigsisters.ca  by March 27, 2026.













Academic Assessment Form 
For Principal or their designate (e.g. Guidance Counsellor, Home room Teacher)
Please read the above information before completing this academic assessment form
Applicant’s Full Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
The above student from you school has applied for the Andra Takacs Scholarship, which is awarded annually to Grade 8 students. 
School Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Complete School Mailing Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
School Telephone:Click or tap here to enter text.
Principal’s Name:Click or tap here to enter text.
Position and Name of designate completing this form:Click or tap here to enter text.
Academic Potential
1. Is this applicant currently enrolled in Grade 8 in your School?
☐Yes 	☐No
2. How long have you known the applicant? Click or tap here to enter text.
3. Is English the applicant’s first language? ☐Yes 	☐No
4. What is the applicant’s current grade average (%)? Click or tap here to enter text.
5. How would you describe the applicant’s current academic performance?
Click or tap here to enter text.





6. How would you describe the applicant’s general attitude towards school/learning?
Click or tap here to enter text.




7. Which of the following statements best characterizes the applicant’s ability to relate to others?
☐Withdrawn, shy, does not volunteer answers
☐Easy going, cooperative, takes direction well, volunteers answers
☐Generally cooperative, occasionally tests limits
☐Disruptive, argumentative

Please provide additional comments to support your answer
Click or tap here to enter text.





8. Please provide a short assessment of the applicant's potential; include scholastic aptitude, enthusiasm for learning and capacity for post-secondary education (college or university level).
Click or tap here to enter text.








9. Are you aware of any additional challenges this applicant faces that might affect his/her academic performance (e.g. social or economic hardship, insufficient support in family environment, etc.)? If so, please explain. We welcome applications from students who may otherwise not have the means to attend a post-secondary institution. Please comment on this with regard to the student if appropriate
Click or tap here to enter text.








The University of Toronto respects your privacy. The information on this form is collected pursuant to section 2(14) of the University of Toronto Act, 1971. At all times it will be protected in Accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act
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