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Part E: Reference Form
Confidential
Before completing this Reference, Form and submitting a letter of reference, please read the information sheet. 
This form can be completed by a parent/guardian, Big Brother/Big Sister, family friend, teacher, coach or other person who knows the applicant.
Applicant’s Full Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
The above student has applied for the Andra Takacs Scholarship, which is awarded annually to Grade 8 students (one male, and one female). 
Background:
The Andra Takacs Scholarship encourages and supports post-secondary education for students who have demonstrated initiative and academic potential, through appropriate academic and financial support. Each year, the award goes to two girls and two boys, or to students with other gender identities. Candidates must demonstrate financial need. 
Value of Award and Scholarship:
Two winners and two alternates will be selected each year. Each of the four recipients receive a $250 price upon completion of Grade 8. After graduating high school and upon admission to an undergraduate program at the University of Toronto or another eligible college or university, winners will be eligible to receive a renewable scholarship of $10,000/year for up to 4 years and alternates will be eligible to receive $3,500/year for up to 4 years. 
Award terms: The $250 prize is given to the award recipients at their Grade 8 graduation ceremony in June (subject to approval of the school principal). Post-secondary tuition assistance is provided at the time of enrolment and will be applied directly toward tuition fees and other academic expenses. The scholarship may be used at the University of Toronto or any other accredited post-secondary school in Canada approved by the University of Toronto.
Eligibility:
Candidates must be Grade 8 students participating in a Big Brothers Big Sisters of Toronto (BBBST) program, with demonstrated financial need. 
Selection Procedure: 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Toronto identify students currently in Grade 8 and participating in programs offered by Big Brothers Big Sisters of Toronto. These students are notified about the scholarship and encouraged to apply. Each applicant must complete an application form, provide personal information and a personal statement and submit copies of their Grade 7 and Grade 8 report cards.  The applicant’s school is asked to provide an Academic Assessment, prepared by the school Principal or home room teacher. 
You are invited to provide any comments you feel might be helpful in assessing the applicant's suitability for this award, including information regarding his/her academic performance, academic potential or activities in which he/she participates inside and/or outside school. If applicable, please include any additional challenges this student faces that might affect his/her academic performance or ability to attend university or college (e.g. social or economic hardship, insufficient support in family environment, etc.). We welcome applications from students who may otherwise not have the means to attend university or college. Please comment on this with regard to the student if appropriate. 
 All information, including references, will be kept confidential, and is for the use of the Selection Committee members only. 
Please complete this form and attach it to your letter of reference. 
Thank you for your time and your support.

Please return the signed Reference Form on the next page and your letter of reference to: 
Attn: Tara Patel 
Andra Takacs Scholarship Program 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Toronto
Suite #501 - 2345 Yonge Street 
Toronto, ON, M4P 2E5 
By email to tara.patel@bigbrothersbigsisters.ca 
By: March 27th, 2026




Name of Referee : Click or tap here to enter text.
Relationship to Applicant (Parent/Guardian, BBBST Mentor, Teacher, Coach etc.): Click or tap here to enter text.
Phone Number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
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